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PGMS GREATER OZARKS BRANCH JOINS SUSTAINABILITY INTIATIVE FOR A BETTER FUTURE
-by Robert Balek, April 2009
Enlightened grounds managers nationwide are rallying around the Sustainable Sites Initiative (SSI) Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks.  This document is being drafted by the American Society of Landscape Architects, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, University of Texas at Austin, and United States Botanical Garden in cooperation with organizations and groups across the country.  

A major stakeholder in the initiative is the Green Building Council which developed the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System.  The land management guidelines and benchmarks of the SSI are to be a component of LEED.

The initiative targets the land design, development, and management industries.  The Professional Grounds Management Society (PGMS) has a committee involved in drafting this document.  

The Greater Ozarks Branch of PGMS recognizes that SSI has the potential to sweep the grounds management industry clean of the “faster and cheaper is better” philosophy and elevate it to something much greater – sustainability.

Sustainability is defined by SSI as “design, construction, operations, and maintenance practices that meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”
Sustainable grounds management decisions are made with three major criteria in mind – environmental, social, and economic.  Sustainable sites are rated using these benchmarks.  The criteria for measuring site sustainability are being decided now. Different regions of the country will have different criteria, but the result would be to move toward healthier communities, economic prosperity, and functioning ecosystems.

While economic factors might call for faster / cheaper methods to make grass green (like applying inexpensive petroleum-based high nitrogen fertilizers), sustainable practices include social factors (does my grass really need to be perfectly green at all times?) and environmental factors (What will all that nitrogen do to the groundwater, streams, and lakes?).  
The inclusion of social and environmental factors into grounds management reflects what is happening in the greater economy as a whole – the new “green economy”.  It’s happening everywhere.  In the transportation industry it’s no longer good enough to get good fuel economy; it’s the kind of fuel burned, and the source that matters as well, if not more.  In agriculture, it’s no longer the price of the fruit that matters, but also it’s country of origin, as we see on signs at the grocery store.

Consumerism is fading away under the enlightened approach of systems valuing social impact and environmental consequences of goods and services provided.  The Missouri State University Sustainability Conference held in April 2009 had a session devoted entirely to the end of consumerism.
Sustainability is more than just a buzzword; it’s the foundation of the new economy, and the Greater Ozarks Branch of PGMS is taking the initiative to prepare our Grounds Management Professionals for this new future.
-Robert Balek, Branch President
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