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PGMS GETS BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR AT JORDAN VALLEY PARK

-by Robert Balek, March 2009

Once an area of vacant buildings and closed businesses, Jordan Valley Park has undergone extensive renewal and has emerged as a jewel in the center of Springfield, Missouri.  
More than just a green space, Jordan Valley Park has expansive lawn areas, landscape plantings, an amphitheater, fountains, an ice park, walking trails, and all kinds of stuff for outdoor fun.

Jordan Valley Park hosted the March 2009 meeting of the Greater Ozarks Branch of the Professional Grounds Management Society.  A behind-the-scenes tour was lead by PGMS member Joe Fearn, Jordan Valley Park’s Grounds Supervisor.

[image: image2.emf]
“Between the sky and subsoil – everything that goes on here – we are charged with maintaining it”, explains Joe Fearn.

The grounds staff here prepare for every type of activity imaginable:  rock concerts complete with mosh pits, fundraising walks that attract thousands, community events and political rallies from local individuals to presidential campaigns. 
But most of all, Jordan Valley Park is a place for gathering.  

There are challenges to maintaining the grounds in such a widely used park.
“We like to keep our fescue grass a little long in the summer because it helps protect the grass from excessive heat and drought” says Joe Fearn.  “But have you ever seen a little kid trying to walk through tall grass?  They keep tripping and falling down.  We like to see the kids have a good time, so we have to keep our lawns mowed just a little shorter than what might be recommended”.
Sustainable landscape practices are already in place in some aspects of park maintenance.  
The park uses mulching mowers to recycle all lawn clippings back into the soil.  Branches, leaves, and brush are hauled to the city’s yardwaste recycling facility where they are composted or ground into mulch.  Landscape beds benefit from the mulch and compost Joe’s crew gets from the city. 

More sustainable landscape practices are coming soon.  Joe is looking into organic and sustainable lawn care.

For more information about grounds management at Jordan Valley Park, contact Joe Fearn at jfearn@springfieldmo.gov.

-Joe Fearn is Jordan Valley Park’s Grounds Supervisor and Board Member for the PGMS Greater Ozarks Branch
GREATER OZARKS BRANCH








