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OZARKS TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLEGE INTRODUCES HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS TO PGMS
-by Robert Balek, March 2009

The future of grounds management in the Ozarks is already learning from the Professional Grounds Management Society, thanks to a program offered by Ozarks Technical Community College.

“Enrollment at OTC through the Career Center is an excellent way for eligible high school students to get a jumpstart on their college education, engage in career exploration, prepare for a community college or four-year university, and develop skills needed in today’s global economy and workforce” says Turf & Landscape Management  Instructor Danelle Maxwell, a PGMS member. 

High school juniors and seniors in the Turf and Landscape Management program attend one-half day of college level courses on the OTC main campus from 8:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

The Turf and Landscape Management program teaches students about basic plant and environmental issues. 
“Students work with real-world examples and projects to prepare for a career as a turf and landscaping professional” explains Maxwell.  Seven high school students from all over the Ozarks participated in the PGMS tour of Jordan Valley Park in March 2009.
 
The program prepares students for numerous certifications, including the Commercial Pesticide Applicator, Certified Turfgrass Professional, International Society of Arboriculture Certification, and Certified Landscape Technician. 

During the 2008-09 school year, these students will earn 18 hours of college credit in a variety of courses such as Turfgrass Management, Landscape Design, Plant and Soil Science, Environmental Stewardship, Landscape Construction, and Pest Management. 

 Tuition and transportation are provided by the student’s high school.   There are currently 20 high schools in the surrounding Springfield area that are eligible to send students to the OTC Career Center.  
For more information about this program, please visit the OTC website at www.otc.edu or contact Danelle Maxwell at maxwelld@otc.edu.
-Danelle Maxwell is an instructor in Turf and Landscape Management at Ozarks Technical Community College, and is a Board Member for the Greater Ozarks Branch of the Professional Grounds Management Society.
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