
Meeting:  Thursday May 13, 2010 at 7:00 pm.                      Host:  Dean Norton 

 

Location: George Washington's Mount Vernon Estates & Gardens    Sponsors: Phil Lee and Jack Monday 
 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial Highway 

 Mount Vernon, Virginia22309 

                                           Directions inside Newsletter 
     

The severity of our past winter has faded from many of our 
 client³s memories but certainly not in our landscape. At the April 
 meeting at Stadler Nursery, Karen Rane with the University 
 of Maryland Cooperative Extension Plant Diagnostic Lab gave us 
 insight into the lingering effects of the winter. Karen confirmed that 
 the number one issue  they are seeing at the lab is winter injury,  
 specifically damage from the weight of the snow and ice. This 
 elicited a lively discussion on how to deal with plants bent over 
 from the snow. Several arborists discussed the merits of using eye bolts 
screwed into the trunks of the trees to pull plants back together 
 instead of tying the trunks. The free exchanges of ideas at our 
 meetings are great examples of the value of membership 
 in our professional organization. We are one of the few professional 
 organizations in the landscape industry that meets each month 
so important insights and concerns are discussed  in a timely manner 
either formally or more often during the informal conversations that precede the meeting. 

Along the same lines, Adam Newhart and I met with Ken Ingram and Glori Hyman with 
the Institute of Applied Agriculture at the University of Maryland on April 8th about establishing 
a student chapter of PGMS. This was a productive meeting where all of us left excited about the 
possibilities for the future. An influx of bright young minds will give us the opportunity to shape 
our future much as those that came before us shaped us. Our DC Branch Education Committee 
will meet over the next few months to write a charter for the student chapter and Corey Walker 
will serve as the first president. We would love to have help in developing the student chapter so 
it is a rewarding experience for the students and for our members.  

On April 12, the DC Branch Board met at the Chevy Chase Club. 
 Our agenda included the revision of the by-laws, specifically the organization 
 of the various committees and the roles that they serve. Our most 
 pressing need for volunteers is with our Program Committee and our 
 Awards Committee. The Program Committee volunteers would help 
 Adam Newhart, our  vice president with the site selection and programs 
 for our 2011 meetings. The Awards Committee would help with the 
 nomination and selection of our 2010 Sustainable Sites Award. Our 
 2009 award winner was George Washington³s Estate at Mount Vernon, 
 this month³s meeting site. We have three worthy nominees so far but we 
 know there are many candidates that should be considered.  
We are relying on all of you to bring these to our attention. 

Mount Vernon is always one of our most popular meeting sites and this month³s sponsors 
are even more reason to make this a meeting that should not be missed. Phil Lee and Jack 
Monday two of our longest serving members have insisted on sponsoring this meeting in 
memory of one of their friends and colleagues Bob Fischer. Bob Fischer served for many years as 
the director of grounds for Mount Vernon and was president of our branch in 1951. Please come 
out and show your support for Mr. Lee and Mr. Monday. 

I look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday!.   
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Patrick Murphy 
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Steve Horn 
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The mission of the Professional Grounds Management Society D.C. Branch is to foster integrity and excellence 
in grounds management by promoting professional development through education programs, networking, 
community service and fellowship. 
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Lisa Stadler, April Meeting Host 



 

 

 

  

 
 

To reserve ad space or to submit camera-ready art, photos, or logos, contact Stephanie DeStefano: destefan@american.edu or 301-279-2291. 

The newsletter deadline is the 15
th
 of the month. Please direct any announcements, corrections or additions to the mailing list to Michael 

Gildea at mikeg@chevychaseclub.org  or (240) 395-2101.  Any information about upcoming meetings should be directed to Michael Gildea 

(240) 395-2101. 

 

 
             Landscape Technology 

            Program 
               Montgomery College 
               Germantown Campus 

 

 Evening classes that meet once a week 

 Affordable tuition 

 Practical, hands-on training 

 Instruction by industry experts 
 

For information, contact Stephen Dubik 
240-567-7803  

Steve.Dubik@montgomerycollege.edu  

Important Links:  
 

PGMS DC Branch 
www.pgms.org/branchdc/index.htm 
 

DC Cooperative Extension 
www.udc.edu/cooperative_extension/coop_ext.htm 
 

MD Cooperative Extension 
http://extension.umd.edu/ 
 

VA Cooperative Extension   www.ext.vt.edu/ 
 

IPM Net   www.agnr.umd.edu/ipmnet/ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

   
 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Important Links:  
 

PGMS DC Branch www.pgms.org/branchdc/index.htm     DC Cooperative Extension www.udc.edu/cooperative_extension/coop_ext.htm 

MD Cooperative Extension http://extension.umd.edu/      VA Cooperative Extension   www.ext.vt.edu/ 

IPM Net    www.agnr.umd.edu/ipmnet/     www.greenindustryseminar.org 

 

PROFESSIONAL GROUNDS MANAGEMENT SOCIETY  

DC Branch Meeting Sites 2010 
 

 

MAY  13
TH

,  

Mount Vernon   Host: Dean Norton 

Alexandria, VA  Sponsor: Phil Lee and 

 Jack Monday 

 

JUNE 3rd, 

National Harbor  Host : Valley Crest 

       Landscape Company 

Prince Georges County, MD Sponsor: Valley Crest 

Landscape Company 

 

JULY 15
th

 

Field Day at American University 

Washington, DC 

 

AUGUST 5
th

, 

Raemelton Farm  Host Steve Black 

Adamstown, MD  Sponsor: To be determined 

 

SEPTEMBER 2
nd

  Please note Change in Meeting day from 

September 9
th

  
To Be Determined  Host: Shawn Siefers 

Sterling, VA    Sponsor: The Care of Trees 

Presentation by Rex Bastion Vice President for Field Education 

and Development with the Care of Trees 

 

October 7
th

   Please note Meeting may be at 5:00 PM 
Rock Creek Cemetery  Host: Tim Zastrow                                       

Washington, DC                           Sponsor: Bartlett Tree 

Company 

 

NOVEMBER 4
TH

 

Nature Conservancy   Host: Nature Conservancy 

Arlington, VA   Sponsor: Alpine Services Inc. Premium Athletic Fields for all 

Sports 

Presentation by Dr. Doug Tallamy, Renowned Author and 

Professor & Chair of Entomology and Wildlife Ecology, 

University of Delaware 

http://bringingnaturehome.net/ 

 

Meeting time is 7PM unless otherwise noted 


